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 CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS 
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

August 29, 2022    7:00 PM    In Person and Via Zoom 
City Hall, 710 HWY 35, St. Croix Falls, WI 

 

CALL TO ORDER                                         

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm 

on Monday, August 29, 2022 at City Hall in person and via zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call: Councilpersons 

Craig Lien, Joe Snyder, Shannon Donaghue, and Warren White were present in person.  Also present in person: 

Administrator Joel West and Clerk Sarah Jensen. Members of the public and press were present via zoom. All joined 

in the salute to the flag. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Snyder moved to approve the minutes as amended, removing “which are mandated by the Public Service 

Commission” regarding sewer rates, for the Council Meeting of August 8, 2022, second by Donaghue, voice vote, 

motion passed. 
 

REPORTS 

Library Director Su Leslie presented the library report. Summer youth programs were well attended and in 

partnership with Dresser Public Library. Fall Story Time will start on September 7. Library has still been averaging 

100 people/day. They hired two new staff members to replace staff members who left. 
 

Public Works Director Matt Larson presented the July Public Works Report. Wannigan Days required a significant 

amount of time, with a thorough cleaning of downtown, set up and teardown. A broken curb stop at the fairgrounds 

was repaired. A light pole downtown was hit by a drunk driver and replaced. The off-site sludge storage is nearing 

completion. Crews worked hard on new curb and catch basins on Washington Street.  
 

White presented an update from the PAT Commission. They are working on updating signage at the WERT 

regarding bow hunting, a DNR grant for 2023, and additional electrical wiring at the library plaza for the farmers’ 

market. 
 

Administrator West provided an administration update. He has been working with Ehlers Financial Advisors on next 

year’s bonding for capital improvements. There will be a Board of Public Works meeting on September 26, 2022. A 

camera will be installed at 208th Street/Hwy 8 at the roundabout to track traffic flow and function. 
 

Mayor Anderson stated that Music on the Overlook ended on Friday, August 26 and thanked Woody McBride for a 

great season. The Mayor reported Wannigan Days went very well. Kwik Trip opened and he thanked them for being 

a part of the community. The official grand opening will be August 31, 2022. Mayor Anderson informed residents 

that downtown has several facelifts happening now. Be Wild burgers is opening and Valley Sweets has opened a 

new commercial kitchen for bakery treats. 
 

Lien provided an update from the Cemetery Committee. A few monuments and trees were damaged in a recent 

storm and need to be repaired. A new water tank was donated also. 
 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 

General Fund: $77,587.85, Library Fund: $4,913.83, Capital Projects Fund: $79,057.12, Capital Improvement Plan 

Fund: $62.00, Water Fund: $11,172.43, Sewer Fund: $6,833.23. 

Lien moved to approve claims, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder, and White voted aye, 

motion passed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Adam Kingery: inquired about road work on Franklin, Pennsylvania, and Missouri Streets 

Josh Carlisle: stated support for consideration of applying for a surface water grant 
 

NEW BUSINESS                    

Consider Event Permit for SCFHS Homecoming Parade 

Lien moved to approve the event permit for SCFHS Homecoming Parade on Friday, September 23, 2022, 

second by Donaghue, voice vote, motion passed. 
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Consider Ordinance 9-22 Rezoning PID 281-01420-1000, 22.75 Acres, and PID 281-01423-0000, 37.4 Acres, 

from R-1 Single Family Residential to Rural Development 
The City received an application from owner, Melissa Jones, to rezone the described 60.15 acres from R-1 Single 

Family Residential to RD Rural Development. Because the property is not adjacent to public utilities, except the 

portion nearest to Greentree Drive, it is not readily developable as residential subdivisions. She is also requesting a 

CUP for a tiny home community, which are now allowed in Rural Development districts. The Plan Commission held 

a public hearing on the rezoning on August 15, 2022 and recommended rezoning the property from R-1 to Rural 

Development. 

Lien moved to approve Ordinance 9-22 to rezone PID 281-01420-1000, 22.75 acres, and PID 281-01423-0000, 37.4 

acres from R-1 Single Family Residential to Rural Development, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, 

motion passed.   
 

Consider Conditional Use Permit for a Tiny Home Community in the Southeast Quarter of PID 281-01423-

0000, 5.51 Acres 

The City received an application from owner, Melissa Jones, for a conditional use permit for a Moveable Tiny 

Home Community on the southeast quarter of PID 281-01423-0000, 5.51 acres. The tiny home community, Tiny 

Timbers, would include 16 homes on 5.51 acres. An amendment to the CUP would be required to expand the 

number of tiny homes. Spaces would be leased to each tiny homeowner and include parking spaces for 2 cars and 

a shed for outdoor storage. Owners will need to meet the requirements in City Codebook for a tiny home and 

must be certified pursuant to the code. Documentation on compliance will be provided to the city. The community 

will be served by a private sewer and water system connected to the city’s systems and meeting city and Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources requirements. The community would include a root cellar/storm shelter, 

greenhouse, compost space, hiking trails, garden beds, ponds, and an outdoor kitchen. The community will be 

served by a private street system and plans will be provided and approved prior to construction. There are existing, 

natural drainage pond locations. The owner will need to provide a scaled site plan and storm drainage plan for 

approval prior to construction. No short-term rentals will be allowed. If tiny homes are not taxed as personal 

property, a Payment in Lieu of Taxes could be implemented. 

Lien moved to approve the conditional use permit for a tiny home community in the southeast quarter of PID 

281-01423-0000, 5.51 acres, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Plat/PUD for Tiny Timbers  

Melissa Jones has submitted a plat, Tiny Timbers, for six lots on the North side of Greentree Drive. The property 

is zoned R-1 and she has requested a planned unit development, similar to the Croixwood PUD to the South. 

Minimum floor area of homes would be 1,040 s.f., which meets code requirements. Proposed plat consists of 1.51 

acres and 6 lots, which is 4 units/acre, the same density as Croixwood PUD. Water and sewer services are stubbed 

to the proposed to the proposed lots. 

Lien moved to approve the Plat/PUD for Tiny Timbers, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion 

passed. 
 

Consider Proposal for Stevens Engineers – Engineering Services to Reconstruct Thompson Parkway from 

State Street to Louisiana Street 

The City received a proposal from Stevens Engineers to provide engineering services for the reconstruction of 

Thompson Parkway from State Street to Louisiana Street for $36,000. The plan is to reclaim the existing pavement 

and repave, replace curb and gutter, install additional storm sewer infrastructure and improve the pedestrian 

connection from Thompson Parkway to North Washington Street, through the pocket park. This would be for 

2023 construction. 

White moved to award the bid to Stevens Engineers to provide engineering services for the reconstruction of 

Thompson Parkway from State Street to Louisiana Street for $36,000, second by Lien, roll call vote, White, Lien, 

Snyder, and Donaghue voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Purchase of Propane Gas Heater and Installation of Offsite Sludger Sewer Utility Storage 

Building-Hwy 87 
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The City received two quotes for the purchase and installation of a propane gas heater in the Offsite Sludge Sewer 

Storage Building. Maxwell Heating and Air Conditioning bid $2,980 and Comfort Systems bid $3,936. Funds 

will be paid out of the sewer fund. 

Lien moved to award the bid for purchase and installation of a propane gas heater for the Offsite Sludge Sewer 

Storage Building to Maxwell, not to exceed $2,980, second by Snyder, roll call vote, Lien, Snyder, Donaghue, 

and White voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Propane Tank and Pre-buy for Off Site Sludge Sewer Utility Building-Hwy 87 

The Public Works Director received three quotes for leasing a propane tank and pre-buying propane for the Off 

Site Sludge Sewer Utility Building. For an annual tank lease, set charge, and 1,000 gallons, Northwoods Propane 

quoted $2,354, Lakes Gas quoted $2,321 and Burnett Dairy quoted $2,249.  

Donaghue moved to award the contract for propane tank lease and pre-buy to Burnett Dairy with their contract 

pricing, second by Lien, roll call vote, Donaghue, Lien, Snyder, and White voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Annexation Agreement with Town of St. Croix Falls 

An intergovernmental agreement has been negotiated between the City and Town of St. Croix Falls with a 10-

year limit to provide a more collaborative annexation process and give the Town more notice. East of Glacier 

Drive, the City may continue to annex per State Statutes. This boundary includes areas that the City can reasonably 

service with utilities in the next 10 years. Annexing outside of this boundary would require Town Board approval. 

Annexation within the development boundary East of 208th Street and South of Highway 8, establishes some tax 

revenue sharing with the Town. This is in recognition of it accepting the frontage road along Highway 8 and 

maintaining it. Maps are attached. 

White moved to approve the annexation agreement with authority to make minor edits, second by Lien, voice 

vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Authorizing 2023 Surface Water Grant Application 

The PAT Commission is requesting that the City Council consider authorizing application for a 2023 Surface 

Water Grant. This includes a $10,000 planning grant or $25,000 maximum for a comprehensive plan, 33% local 

match, pre-apply/define the project by September 15 and the final application by November 15.  

Lien moved to authorize City staff to review and submit the application for a 2023 Surface Water Grant, second 

by Snyder, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Closed Session Pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e)(g), conferring with legal counsel for the governing 

body with respect to legal opinions on city items, and litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved, 

specifically in regard to buildings at 101, 107 and 136 N Washington St. 

Lien moved to go into Closed Session Pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e)(g), conferring with legal counsel for 

the governing body with respect to legal opinions on city items, and litigation in which it is or is likely to become 

involved, specifically in regard to buildings at 101, 107 and 136 N Washington St., second by Donaghue, roll call 

vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder, and White voted aye, motion passed.  
 

Reconvene in Open Session 

White moved to reconvene in open session, second by Lien, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

Action from Closed Session, if Any 

No action taken. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  

Lien moved to adjourn, second by Donaghue, voice vote, motion passed at 9:41pm. 
 

Kirk Anderson, Mayor                                                                                Sarah Jensen, City Clerk 


