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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting
August 8, 2022 7:00 PM In Person and Via Zoom
City Hall, 710 HWY 35, St. Croix Falls, WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm
on Monday, August 8, 2022 at City Hall in person and via zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call: Councilpersons
Craig Lien, Joe Snyder, Shannon Donaghue, and Warren White were present in person. Also present in person:
Administrator Joel West and Clerk Sarah Jensen. Members of the public and press were present via zoom. All joined
in the salute to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Lien moved to approve the minutes for the Council Meeting of July 25, 2022, second by Donaghue, voice vote,
motion passed.

REPORTS

Police Chief Murphy presented the July Police Report. Council inquired about how the PD handles mental health
evaluations. Chief Murphy responded that Polk County contracts with outside agencies to assist with evaluations.
Chief also noted that the new squad car is the on the road and all vehicles are functioning well.

The July Fire Department Report was presented by Mayor Anderson. He noted there had been a motorcycle accident
that day on Hwy 87 and reminded citizens to drive safely and watch for motorcycles.

Administrator West presented the July Administration Report. The 2021 Year End Financial Statements were
distributed, noting the General Fund balance has increased to $78,000. West also noted the Army Corp of Engineers
notified the city that the dock lease permits do not need to be reapplied for. They found documentation stating the 5-
year limitation was not needed.

Administrator West presented the July Building Permits Report. There have been 11 new builds in 2022 so far, with
one being commercial for Kwik Trip. In 2021, there were a total of 18 new builds.

Mayor Anderson reminded residents that election day is August 9, 2022 for the Partisan Primary.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund: $88,761.94, Library Fund: $504.04, Debt Service Fund: $525.00, Capital Projects Fund: $23,534.51,
Water Fund: $7,462.47, Sewer Fund: $57,967.35.

Lien moved to approve claims, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder, and White voted aye,
motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Rhonda Kingery: stated her frustration in the handling of the dock lease program and concerns regarding lack of
mowing in an area near a fire hydrant on Hamilton Street

Rick Anderson: made comments regarding litigation he is involved with the city in and the August 3, 2022 court date

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Event Permit for SCFHS Homecoming Bonfire

Lien moved to approve the event permit for SCFHS Homecoming Bonfire on Tuesday, September 20, 2022,
second by Snyder, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Resolution 22-9 to Recognizing the Alliance Church for 100 years in St. Croix Falls
Lien moved to approve Resolution 22-9 to Recognize Alliance Church for 100 Years in St. Croix Falls, second by
Snyder, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Petition to Reduce Posted Speed on Carolina Court

The city received a petition from residents on Carolina Court to reduce the posted speed from 25 mph to 15 mph.
State Statute establishes speed on city streets at 25 mph and allows the city to lower the speed limited up to 10
mph if school zone conditions are met, school crossing conditions are met, or there is a pedestrian safety zone
with transit vehicle stops. Any other changes must be based on a traffic engineering study. It was noted that
actions from this decision could be replicated on other streets within the city. Mayor Anderson questioned the
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city’s ability to enforce the slower speed limit. Council discussed if signage options could help, such as “caution”
or “children at play”, as well as communication with delivery companies, neighbors, and school district.
Administration will contact the petitioner to see if these options could help. Council postponed a decision for one
month.

Consider 2023 Budget Discussion and Future Years Projections

Administrator West presented information regarding the existing and estimated tax levy. This year’s total was
$1,340,448. The estimated 2022 payable to 2023 total is $1,439,190. Debt service was $237,500 and could
increase to $300,000. Total assessed value this year was $199,987,100 and could reach $222,204,000 for next
year. This could result in a potential decrease in tax rate of approximately 3.37%. Budget will be completed in
late November/early December. West also noted the police contract is up for negotiation this year and a 3-year
agreement.

Consider Capital Improvements Planning

Administrator West asked Council to think about other projects to add to city plans and budget. He also shared a
projected Statement of Equalized Value, showing an increase in property values for approximately 11%.

Mayor Anderson noted that the property taxes will be due for a re-evaluation within the next few years, according
to the assessor. There will also likely be an increase in sewer rates.

Closed Session Pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e)(g), conferring with legal counsel for the governing
body with respect to legal opinions on city items, and litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved,
specifically in regard to buildings at 101, 107 and 136 N Washington St.

Lien moved to go into Closed Session Pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e)(g), conferring with legal counsel for
the governing body with respect to legal opinions on city items, and litigation in which it is or is likely to become
involved, specifically in regard to buildings at 101, 107 and 136 N Washington St., second by White, roll call
vote, Lien, White, Snyder, and Donaghue voted aye, motion passed.

Reconvene in Open Session
White moved to reconvene in open session, second by Lien, voice vote, motion passed.

Action from Closed Session, if Any
No action taken.

ADJOURNMENT
Lien moved to adjourn, second by Donaghue, voice vote, motion passed at 9:02pm.

Kirk Anderson, Mayor Sarah Jensen, City Clerk



