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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting
September 12, 2022 7:00 PM In Person and Via Zoom
City Hall, 710 HWY 35, St. Croix Falls, WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm
on Monday, September 12, 2022 at City Hall in person and via zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call:
Councilpersons Craig Lien, Shannon Donaghue, and Warren White were present in person. Councilperson Joe
Snyder was absent. Also present in person: Administrator Joel West and Clerk Sarah Jensen. Members of the public
and press were present via zoom. All joined in the salute to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Lien moved to approve the amended minutes for the Council Meeting of August 29, 2022, with the addition of
“pedestrian” to describe the connection from Thompson Parkway to North Washington Street regarding the Steven’s
Engineers proposal, second by Donaghue, voice vote, motion passed.

REPORTS
Police Chief Murphy presented the August Police Report. There were three juveniles arrested for burglary in the
same event. A squad car was damaged by a prisoner. The City can request restitution to cover repair expenses.

The August Fire Department Report was presented by Asst. Chief Joe Stage via zoom. Lien and White noted there
seemed to be more accidents lately and thanked the department for their service.

Administrator West presented an Administration Report. The 2022 budget is in good shape with revenues $36,600
ahead of expenses. Work on the curb and gutters on the west side of Washington St will begin next week. Work has
begun on the Adams Street wall. Monarch will repave Louisiana after the wall is done, likely early October 2022.

Administrator West presented the August Building Permits Report. There were five new permits pulled in August.
White reported for the PAT Commission. The Surface Water Grant Application for $10,000 was described.
Mayor Anderson acknowledged the anniversary of September 11 and the passing of the Queen of England.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund: $38,183.16, Library Fund: $3,209.97, Capital Projects Fund: $198,312.60, Water Fund: $8,417.64,
Sewer Fund: $12,145.97, Vehicle/Equipment Replacement Fund: $2,495.00, Room Tax Committee: $1,145.00.
Lien moved to approve claims, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder, and White voted aye,
motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
None

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Ordinance 10-22 Amending City Code Section 1.14 - Forfeiture Fees

White moved to approve Ordinance 10-22 amending city code chapter 1, section 1.14 to increase forfeiture fees
for general penalties from a minimum of $50 for first offense and $100 for second offense to $100 for first
offense and $200 for second offense, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Ordinance 11-22 Amending City Code Section 26 Regulating Tobacco and Vapor Products
White moved to approve Ordinance 11-22 amending city code chapter 1, section 26 to prohibit anyone under the age
of 18 from purchasing or possessing tobacco or vapor products, second by Lien, voice vote, all voted aye, motion
passed.

Consider Approval of Plans and Specifications for Water Booster Station and Restrooms at 710 Hwy 35 S
The City has been planning the installation of a booster station to help control water flow between our water
zones. A few months ago, the City entered into an agreement with Polk County in which the County will provide
$150,000 toward construction of restroom facilities for the trailhead at 710 Hwy 35 S. Since the City was already
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planning to build a facility for the booster station, the plans were amended to include restrooms. The plans are
complete and the City is ready to bid the project. The project will include: booster station, generator for the booster
station, restrooms to be open year-round, repaving and reconfiguring the parking lot, installing an entrance sign
for the City on Hwy 35, reinstall plaza sign by restrooms, realign the trail as it enters City property from the East
through the site to Hwy 35, generator for City Hall, bike tire pump and repair station, water fountain and bottle
fill station, and a location for a future sculpture. Bid could be published September 21 and 28, with bids due
October 6, and presented to Council on October 10. The project is estimated to cost $2,069,956. Funding would
be divided as follows: Water Fund--approximately $1,844,000, Polk County--$150,000, and Capital
Improvements Fund--$67,405. Council reviewed plan and asked questions. White questioned the positioning of
the bike path and conformance with DOT bike guidelines. It was noted that would be evaluated by the engineers.
Lien moved to approve and authorize bidding according to the Administrator’s proposed schedule, second by
Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Agreement with Polk County for Funding Mountain Bike Trail Improvements

The City was informed that Polk County has $50,000 available in grant funds to be utilized for mountain bike
trails. The PAT Commission has been working with the County and Woolly Bike Club to determine how to best
use these funds. In addition, PAT Commission members Nicole Michaud and Mark Fisk met with the ground’s
keeper from Shepard of the Valley Lutheran Church to discuss an agreement for use of the trails on Church
property.

White moved to approve the agreement between the City and Polk County with the County providing $50,000
for the construction of a Mountain Bike Trail and the City agreeing to manage the project in cooperation with the
Woolly Bike Club, with a note that at the top of page 2, last line be changed to include “Shepard of the Valley
Lutheran Church and adjacent lands owned by others”, second by Lien, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Budget Update

Administrator West provided a 2023 budget update. Budget Hearing will be on November 14. The 2023 budget
will be adopted and levy set on November 28. Updates and discussion will continue as information is obtained.
Obijectives are for revenues to exceed expenditures, achieve a General Fund balance of 25% of expenditures, and
to structure future budgets to maintain eligibility for Expenditure Restraint Payments. Currently, the City has
revenues exceeding expenditures by $36,000. Projections for 2023 are showing revenues exceeding expenditures
by $24,813. 2022 year end General Fund balance is expected to be $318,463. Estimated projections for 2023
indicate balance will increase to $343,276. Property tax levy, payable for 2023, is $1,131,941. Debt service levy
is anticipated to be $300,000. Total tax levy for 2023 is estimated to be $1,431,941. Mill rate for 2023 is estimated
to be 6.44, down from 6.70 in 2022 per $1,000 of value. Administrator West reported that the City is in a good
position with low debt and a growing taxbase.

ADJOURNMENT
Lien moved to adjourn, second by Donaghue, voice vote, motion passed at 8:50 pm.

Kirk Anderson, Mayor Sarah Jensen, City Clerk



