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 CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS 
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

September 26, 2022    7:00 PM    In Person and Via Zoom 
City Hall, 710 HWY 35, St. Croix Falls, WI 

 

CALL TO ORDER                                         

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm 

on Monday, September 26, 2022 at City Hall in person and via zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call: 

Councilpersons Craig Lien, Joe Snyder, Shannon Donaghue, and Warren White were present in person.  Also 

present in person: Administrator Joel West and Clerk Sarah Jensen. Members of the public and press were present 

via zoom. All joined in the salute to the flag. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Donaghue moved to approve the minutes as amended, changing “submitted” to “described” in regard to the PAT 

Commission report about the Surface Water Grant, for the Council Meeting of September 12, 2022, second by Lien, 

voice vote, motion passed. 
 

REPORTS 

Public Works Director Matt Larson presented the August Public Works Report. Crews have been working hard on 

new curb and catch basins on Washington Street. An effluent water pump was replaced at the WWTP. They worked 

with a boring crew to put in water and sewer to the Lions Park. It was not successful, and they will have to open dig. 

Old shotcrete was removed from walls at State and Adams Streets. They also worked with a T-liner crew on North 

Hamilton Street. 
 

Library Director Su Leslie presented the library report. The library received two Wi-Fi hotspots from a grant that are 

available to check out to those who do not have internet access for up to two weeks. They are also partnering with 

Polk County 4-H for a youth program called Building Up Steam. There will be various activities for kids in grades 3-

8 on Thursdays through May 2023. The Historical Society will have a presentation on the 1895 Mansion on October 

27 and Snake Discovery Day is October 21. 
 

White presented an update from the PAT Commission. The Surface Water Grant pre-application was submitted. 

White noted that the 5-year agreement for mowing of the disc golf course is expiring, and it will be time for Public 

Works to take over. A volunteer group is being organized to clean up Riegel Park in October. The next PAT 

Commission meeting is October 19 at 5pm. 
 

Administrator West provided an administration update. Plans with the Civic Auditorium are progressing. They have 

received approval from the State Historic Preservation Office. Work will most likely begin with the roof. The 

building permit review has been submitted. The Mayor asked if the developer could present plans to inform the 

public. Administrator West responded that could be arranged. There is a BID meeting on September 27 at 10am at 

the Overlook and a Room Tax Committee meeting on October 12 at 9am. Big Rock Creek is preparing for the 

Miracle at Big Rock Creek event again. It is estimated to bring over 50,000 people through downtown. 
 

Mayor Anderson shared a downtown update. The River Street project is nearly complete and the East side of the 

curb and catch basin project along Washington Street is complete. Work on the West side started today. The State 

Street wall and parking lot project has begun. AutumnFest is October 1 and will include several family activities, 

including a pie and ice cream social. There will also be a Community Breakfast at Pocket Park on October 2 from 

9am – 1pm. 
 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 

General Fund: $25,216.83, Library Fund: $555.22, Capital Projects Fund: $9,945.63, Water Fund: $35,639.11, 

Sewer Fund: $4,909.10. 

Lien moved to approve claims, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder, and White voted aye, 

motion passed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 
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NEW BUSINESS                    

Consider Ordinance 12-22 Rezoning Lot 2 CSM 6298 Volume 28, p 162 from R-3 Multiple Family to B-2 

Highway Commercial, 5.5 acres, part of PID 281-01394-0200 

The City received an application from owner Jeremy Christenson to rezone the 5.5 acres of property described 

to B-2 Highway Commercial. Adjoining property owner, Ed Hendricks, would also like his property rezoned to 

B-2. This is consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan and would provide more commercial land that is 

ready for development. This was considered by the Plan Commission on August 15 and September 19, 2022 

and they recommended approval of rezoning the 5.5 acre parcel to B-2 Highway Commercial, and to bring 

forward the separate zoning of the 5.19 acre parcel at the next meeting. White noted access from Highway 8 

could be an issue and alternate access routes should be considered. 

White moved to approve Ordinance 12-22 Rezoning Lot 2 CSM 6298 Volume 28, p 162 from R-3 Multiple Family 

to B-2 Highway Commercial, 5.5 acres, part of PID 281-01394-0200, second by Lien, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

Consider Conditional Use Permit to Operate an Airbnb at 137 S River Street 

The City received an application from owner, Carla Peltier, for a conditional use permit to use her property at 

137 S River Street as an Airbnb. Property is in an R-1 Single Family Residential District and has two units. 

Only 1 unit will function as an Airbnb to start. Driveway has 4 parking spaces. Owner will manage the rental 

property. Plan Commission considered this request on September 19 and recommended approval of the CUP. 

White moved to approve the conditional use permit to operate an Airbnb at 137 S River Street, second by Lien, 

voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Conditional Use Permit to Operate an Airbnb at 225 E Kentucky Street 

The City received an application from owner, Shannon Kalsta, for a conditional use permit to use her home at 

225 E Kentucky Street as an Airbnb. Property is in an R-1 Single Family Residential District and has one unit 

with 3 bedrooms. The applicant has 2 off street spaces in her driveway. The owner’s work requires overseas 

deployment, so she has hired Rosebud Vacations Property Management to serve as her property manager. Laura 

Baker, property manager, was present to answer questions. Plan Commission considered this request on 

September 19 and recommended approval of the CUP. 

Lien moved to approve the conditional use permit to operate an Airbnb at 225 E Kentucky Street, second by 

Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Conditional Use Permit to Add Rental Units at 213 S Adams Street 

Steve McGrane, owner of 213 S Adams Street, is requesting a conditional use permit to add two rental units in 

his building, making a total of four rental units in the building. Two units are already in place and have long-

term renters. Space to be remodeled was previously used as an eye clinic. Owner is looking to remodel the 

space to add two more rental units. All units will have two bedrooms. Property is in an R-2 Single Family 

(Multi) Residential District. Off-street parking for eight cars will be available, however, cars will be required to 

double park within that space. Plan Commission considered this request on September 19 and recommended 

approval of the CUP with the stipulation that the owner be available to answer Council’s questions regarding 

how parking could be implemented for renters. The owner was present and stated that tenants would be 

assigned a parking space and have to agree to the conditions. 

White moved to approve the conditional use permit to add rental units at 213 S Adams Street, second by Lien, 

voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Class B Beer License for ZaZa’s Brickfire Pizza and Kickin Chicken 

Donaghue moved to approve a Class B Beer License for ZaZa’s Brickfire Pizza and Kickin Chicken, second by 

Snyder, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Event Permit for Community Breakfast at Pocket Park on Oct. 2, 2022 

The City received an event permit application from Shannon Donaghue for downtown businesses to host a 

community breakfast with a free will donation. Proceeds will be used to purchase decorations for Pocket Park 

and downtown. 
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White moved to approve the event permit for a community breakfast at Pocket Park on October 2, 2022, second 

by Lien, voice vote, White, Lien, and Snyder voted aye, motion passed. Donaghue abstained due to her 

involvement in the event. 
 

Consider Purchase of Ice and Snow Control – Salt/Sand 

The Public Works Director received pricing for de-icing salt for the 2022-2023 winter at $84.06 per ton. With an 

expected quantity of 500 tons, the cost for the winter will be $42,030. The cost is split between budget years and 

the City has $11,873.29 remaining in the 2022 budget and is budgeting $40,000 in the 2023 budget. 

Lien moved to approve the purchase of de-icing salt from Compass Minerals for $42,030, second by Donaghue, 

roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder, and White voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Purchase of Asphalt Repair Equipment 

Public Works is proposing to replace its homemade asphalt repair equipment and has received two quotes. Stepp 

Mfg quoted $23,282.10 and Laursen Asphalt Repair Equipment quoted $24,343.00. This will be paid for through 

the Public Works Equipment Replacement Fund, which has a balance of $64,456.19.  

White moved to approve the purchase of asphalt repair equipment from Stepp Mfg for $23,282.10, second by 

Lien, roll call vote, White, Lien, Snyder, and Donaghue all voted aye, motion passed.  
 

Consider Ordinance 13-22 Annexing 9.97 Acres, PID 044-00904-0000 

James Rochford and Mark Becker have submitted a Petition for Direct Annexation by Unanimous Approval 

pursuant to Wisconsin Statute 66.217(2) for parcel 044-00904-0000, 9.97 acres. This process requires a petition 

submitted to the City, no public notice is required, and then City Council considers the annexation and votes to 

adopt an ordinance. Ordinance must be passed with 2/3rds of its members voting aye. Developer would be 

responsible for cost of utilities and need to submit a zoning request. The petition and other information was sent 

to the Town of St. Croix Falls. The new annexation agreement has not yet been approved by the Town Board, as 

they are waiting for a final agreement with Kwik Trip on the Frontage Road. If the agreement is approved, the 

City will provide the necessary notification. 

Lien moved to approve Ordinance 13-22 Annexing 9.97 Acres, PID 044-00904-0000, second by Donaghue, voice 

vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Draft Vacant Buildings Ordinance 

Administrator West presented a draft vacant buildings ordinance for preliminary review by Council. Ordinance 

would implement a registration program where structures which are determined to be vacant are registered, and 

then fees and a schedule of repairs can be implemented. Discussion centered around what the definition of a 

vacant building should be and what process should follow. No action was taken. Discussion only. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  

Lien moved to adjourn, second by Donaghue, voice vote, motion passed at 8:35 pm. 
 

Kirk Anderson, Mayor                                                                                Sarah Jensen, City Clerk 


