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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING
SEPTEMBER 30, 2019, 7:00 PM
CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35
ST CROIX FALLS WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Arnie Carlson called a meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:01 pm on
Monday, September 30, 2019, pursuant to due notice. Roll Call: Councilpersons Kirk Anderson, Joy Zasadny,
Warren White and Jeff Virchow were present, Also present: Administrator Bob Kazmierski, Clerk Bonita
Leggitt, Public Works Director Matt Larson, Attorney Paul Mahler, the public and the press. All joined Salute
to the Flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Joy Zasadny moved to approve the Minutes of the September 9, 2019 Council Meeting, second by Warren
White, voice vote, motion passed.

REPORTS

Public Works Director Matt Larson presented the August 2019 Public Works Report, noting that forecasts are
for a road salt shortage this year.

Library Director Su Leslie presented the Library Report.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund $78,729.22, Library Fund $8,619.53, Water $4,719.33, Sewer $9,517.80

Joy Zasadny moved to approve claims, second by Warren White, roll call vote, Joy Zasadny, Warren White
Kirk Anderson and Jeff Virchow voted aye, motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Rick Anderson: there are about 14 vacant/under used buildings on main street, the City needs to do something.
Meg Luhrs: waiting to hear the results of the City’s audit of funding for the Auditorium rehab project, hope the
Council will advance an agreement with the Friends of the Civic Auditorium that is do-able.

Jeff Halverson: was agreeable to project for sewer line replacement on N Washington St, but heard after
meeting that | may have to remove my garage door, | would like to keep it. Mr Anderson owns three of the
vacant buildings on main street, would like to know his plans.

OLD BUSINESS

Consideration of Board of Public Works Recommendation of Sanitary Sewer Profile and Plan for
Washington Street Project

The Board of Public Works (BPW) is recommending an earlier plan that would allow for a future parking area
along River St and would not require the relocation of a gas line that would have cost $22,000, that when
combined with the estimated of $38,000 results in a $60,000 project. Additionally, some property owners were
reluctant to sign the easements needed for running the services to the south. The earlier plan takes into
consideration an older Master Plan for River St by Sabongi. Instead of moving all services on the west side of
Washington St south to Kentucky St, it would run them straight west to an existing sewer main, under this
proposal the City Crew could do much of the work. Therefore the recommendation of the BPW is to use the
modified alternative 2, to get cost estimates on that plan, and pursue DNR approval.

Joy Zasadny moved to table Consideration of recommended sanitary sewer profile and plan for Washington St
to the October 14, 2019 Council Meeting, second by Warren White, voice vote, motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS

Consideration of Land Donation from Harold Rousselow for Parcel 281-01135-0000

Harold Rousselow owns a sliver of property 610 ft long, 6 ft wide at west end and 3 ft wide at east end adjacent
to City owned property, he has offered to donate the land to the City.

Joy Zasadny moved to approve acceptance of the donation of PID 281-01135-0000 to the City, second by Kirk
Anderson, voice vote, motion passed.
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Presentation by Attorney Paul Mahler on Ordinance Enforcement Options and the Development of a
Uniform Process

Attorney Paul Mabhler: there are two ways to approach Ordinance Enforcement, the Passive Approach which is
complaint driven and the Pro-Active Approach where enforcement personal actively look for violations.

Some residents and property owners just need education, some aren’t able to comply and may need assistance.
Some scoff at rules and don’t want to follow the Code, these you may need to take to court to force compliance.
A process and non-political person is needed for Code enforcement, if you choose the Pro-active approach you
may need to hire someone for it, enforcement requires letters and a documented process. Must be consistent,
can’t pick and choose what you want to enforce. It comes down to manpower, does the City have the staff to do
it or would you need to hire.

Joy Zasadny: the right thing to do is enforce our Codes and get rid of the ones we aren’t going to enforce.

Jeff Virchow: not in favor of looking for violations, once we get a complaint we need to follow up and not just
look the other way.

Consider Appointments to Committees, Commissions and Boards

Warren White moved to confirm the appointments of Sue Nelson, Woody McBride, Shannon Donahue, Marc
Gilker, Rebecca Stenberg, Susan Vezina, Mary Anderson and Casey Borchert to the BID Board, second by Jeff
Virchow, voice vote, motion passed.

Jeff Virchow moved to confirm the appointments of Bonita Leggitt, Janet Huenink, Jeff Huenink and Kirk
Anderson to the Complete Count Committee for the 2020 Census, second by Warren White, voice vote, passed.

CLOSED SESSION

Consider Entering Closed Session Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1) (g) Conferring with Legal
Counsel for the Governing Body with Respect to Litigation in Which it is or is Likely to Become
Involved, Specifically Relating to Ordinance and Building Code Enforcement, and;

Consider Entering Closed Session Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1) (e) Deliberating or
negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other
specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session,
Specifically for the purpose of the Combined Letter of Agreement/Triple Net Lease with Friends of the
Civic Auditorium.

Jeff Virchow moved to enter Closed Session Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1) (g) Conferring with
Legal Counsel for the Governing Body with Respect to Litigation in Which it is or is Likely to Become
Involved, Specifically Relating to Ordinance and Building Code Enforcement, and,;

Consider Entering Closed Session Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1) (e) Deliberating or negotiating
the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business,
whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, Specifically for the purpose of the
Combined Letter of Agreement/Triple Net Lease with Friends of the Civic Auditorium, second by Warren
White, roll call vote, Jeff Virchow, Warren White, Kirk Anderson and Joy Zasadny voted aye, passed.

Joy Zasadny left at 10:55 p.m.

Reconvene in Open Session
Kirk Anderson moved to reconvene in open session, second by Jeff Virchow, voice vote, passed.

Action from Closed Session, if Any
Council reviewed a 38 page Master Agreement that will be modified based upon discussion and then provided
to the Friends of the Civic Auditorium and brought back to the October 14, 2019 Council Meeting.

ADJOURNMENT
Kirk Anderson moved to adjourn, second by Warren White, voice vote, motion passed. 11:03 pm.

Arnie Carlson, Mayor Bonita Leggitt, City Clerk
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