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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting
September 9, 2024 7:00 PM In Person and via Zoom
City Hall, 710 Hwy 35, St. Croix Falls, WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm
on Monday, September 9, 2024 at City Hall in person and via Zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call:
Councilpersons Warren White, Craig Lien, Shannon Donaghue and Dan Campbell were present in person. Also
present in person: Administrator Joel West and Clerk Sarah Jensen. All joined in the salute to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Lien moved to approve the minutes of the Council Meeting of August 26, 2024, second by Donaghue, voice
vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

REPORTS

Chief Murphy was present via Zoom for the August Police Report. It was noted that there were a large number
of drug related arrests. Chief Murphy commented that narcotics are cheaper and easier to get than ever
unfortunately. There were 346 traffic calls that could be anything from a traffic stop, complaint or obstructing
traffic. The Chief commented that the vehicle fleet is doing well and they will order snow tires soon.

Fire Chief Dorsey was present to share the August Fire Department Report. There was a search and rescue call
in Interstate Park that turned out to be a false alarm. It was noted that 75% of the calls were EMS related. The
department continues to work on training as much as possible.

Administrator West provided an administration update. Council reviewed a memo from Deputy Administrator
Heise regarding setting goals and objectives for his evaluation in the Administrator position. A list will be
prepared based on Council’s requests. PW Director Larson is looking into a guardrail for the bridge by N
Hamilton Street and the striping for the walkway/bike trail. The City updated it’s website to clarify that the
convenience fees charged for water/sewer payments are for an outside agency to process the payments. The
City only receives the amount that is due.

Council reviewed the August Building Permits Report. There were 5 permits issued with a total value of
$644,207.30, including one new two-family dwelling. Year to date, there have been 47 permits issued with a
total value of $15,855,454.24.

Councilperson White shared an update from the PAT Commission. They will meet at the library on September
25 at 5:00 pm. They will discuss the finalization of the comprehensive plan draft for Riegel Park that will come
to Council to call for a public hearing. Other discussion items include the white pine trees in Riegel Park and
the base of the River Spirit Sculpture.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund: $42,440.14, Library Fund: $3,768.14, Debt Service Fund: $2,892.00, TIF District: $105.00, Capital
Projects Funds: $3,522.25, Water Fund: $12,864.04, Sewer Fund: $11,018.93

Lien moved to approve claims, second by Campbell, roll call vote, Lien, Campbell, Donaghue and White voted
aye, motion passed.

Public Comments:
Steve Jensen, Lions Club: Invited Council to an ice cream social to welcome the newly renovated Lloyd the Lion
water fountain to the Lion’s Park on September 14 from 1-3 pm.

NEW BUSINESS
Consider Event Permit for SCF Autumn Fest
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Council reviewed an event permit submitted by Genius of Fun Events for Autumn Fest on Saturday, October 5
at Overlook Park. The event would include pie, coffee, live music, food trucks, arts and craft vendors, kids’
activities and tented hospitality space for patrons on the event.

White moved to approve the event permit submitted by Genius of Fun Events for Autumn Fest on October 5,
2024 at Overlook Park, second by Lien, voice vote, all voted aye, motion carried.

Consider Event Permit for SCF Rotary Disc Golf Tournament 2024

The City received an event permit for a SCF Rotary Disc Golf Tournament late in the day September 6, so staff
did not have time to review the application prior to the Council meeting. They are requesting an event permit
for a disc golf tournament on Sunday, September 29 that would involve utilizing space at Trap Rock Brewing,
SCF School District, Riegel Mammoth Disc Golf Course and the Interlink Trail.

Lien moved to approve the event permit for the SCF Rotary Disc Golf Tournament 2024 on September 29
subject to staff review and approval, and including a reminder to not block neighboring businesses’ driveways,
second by Campbell, voice vote, Lien, Campbell and Donaghue voted aye, White abstained due to his
involvement with the Rotary, motion carried.

Consider Quote for AC Replacement at Baker Building (106 Washington Street South)

The AC system at the Baker Building at 106 Washington Street South has failed. The building is leased to the
St. Croix Falls Historical Society. Per the lease, any cost related to necessary structural repair and replacement
due to age and deterioration of the building is the responsibility of the Society; however, the repair and
replacement of the plumbing, electrical wiring and HVAC is the responsibility of the City. The City received
three quotes for the AC replacement. The lowest quote was from Schweitzer for $5,450. The quote did not
include the brand of the AC unit or details of exactly what is included in the price. Council would like more
information. Administrator West will follow up with Schweitzer to obtain more information.

White moved to postpone consideration of the AC replacement at the Baker Building until the next council
meeting, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion carried.

Presentation of 2023 Audit — Clifton Larson Allen

Brock Geyen, Clifton Larson Allen, was present via Zoom to present the 2023 audit. Key financial highlights for
the year ended December 31, 2023 include assets and deferred outflows of resources exceeded its liabilities
and deferred inflows of resources by $23,412,007. During the fiscal year, the City’s total net position
decreased by $3,153,899. Net investment in capital assets increased $4,056,678. This increase is the result of
the cost of acquisitions being more than depreciation expense. The City’s governmental funds reported
combined ending fund balances of $(1,099,329), a decrease of $4,447,102 from the previous year. At the end
of 2023, the unassigned general fund balance decreased 3.9%. Geyen noted that cash balances were low due
to timing issues with the cash flow on certain project costs.

Consider Appointments to Committees, Boards and Commissions
None

ADJOURNMENT
Lien moved to adjourn, second by Campbell, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed at 8:26 pm.

Kirk Anderson, Mayor Sarah Jensen, City Clerk



