February 20, 2024 Plan Commission

CITY OF ST. CROIX FALLS
PLAN COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
February 20, 2024 at 7:00 P.M.
City Hall, 710 Hwy 35

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kirk Anderson called to order a regular meeting of the St. Croix Falls Plan Commission on Tuesday,
February 20, 2024 at 7:00 pm. Roll call: Commissioners Craig Lien, Mike Donaghue, Debra Kravig and Pam
Stratmoen were present in person. Commissioner James Vee was absent.

Also present in person: Administrator Joel West and Clerk Sarah Jensen.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Lien moved to approve the minutes of the November 20, 2023 Plan Commission Meeting, second by
Donaghue, voice vote, motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

Conditional Use Permit for Short-Term Rental Housing at 232 North Washington Street

Lien moved to open the public hearing for a conditional use permit for short-term rental housing at 232 N
Washington Street, second by Stratmoen, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

Andrea and Diana Carroll, owners of 232 N Washington Street, have requested to use their home as a short-
term rental. The property is a non-conforming residential use in the B-1 General Commercial District. It is also
locally designated as a historic property. The residence has one unit with four bedrooms. The unit will be
advertised on Zillow, Airbnb, VRBO and other real estate platforms. Timeline for guests will vary based on
need. The driveway has four parking spaces and the owners will manage the rental property. Owners were
present and shared their appreciation for the city and desire to maintain the integrity of the home.
Commissioner Kravig inquired if the property owners would be open to a seven-day minimum. Carroll
responded that they would like as few restrictions as possible. Commission also inquired about how the
property will be managed and maintained. Andrea Carroll responded that her mother, Diana Carroll, lives in
town and will manage and maintain the property.

Public Comments:
Doug Brant: Noted there are several other rental properties in the neighborhood and shared frustrations with
the lack of upkeep of the properties.

Diana Carroll: stated it does not serve landlords well to have unkept rental properties. Whether a property is a
rental or not, there should be standards of upkeep.

Terry Reznick: believes concentrating short-term rental properties in commercial areas is a great idea. Would
like to see a moratorium for CUP’s for short-term rentals until the new ordinance is in place.

Lien moved to close the public hearing for a CUP for short-term rental housing at 232 N Washington Street,
second by Stratmoen, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Recommendation to Council on Conditional Use Permit for Short-Term Rental Housing at 232 N
Washington Street

Stratmoen moved to recommend to council the request for a conditional use permit for short-term rental
housing at 232 N Washington Street with the condition that there is one off-street parking space per
bedroom, second by Lien, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.
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ADJOURNMENT
Stratmoen moved to adjourn, second by Lien, voice vote, motion carried at 7:38 pm.

Kirk Anderson, Mayor Sarah Jensen, City Clerk
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